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Readings: Second Sunday of Lent | USCCB 

 

 Have you ever seen God’s glory? What do you think that’s like… God’s 

glory… I always imagine God’s glory to be grand, as the dramatic heavens being 

opened as rays of light come down with angelic music… It must be something like 

that, something greater than I. We talk about God’s glory all the time at mass – that 

we may rejoice to behold your glory… Glory to God in the highest… Heaven and 

earth are full of your glory… Glory be to the Father… the passion leads to the 

glory of the resurrection… as we receive these glorious mysteries… We sing the 

hymn of your glory as without end we acclaim… as we await his coming in glory… 

all glory and honor is your, for ever and ever… not to mention Luke today just 

described Jesus on the mountain as appearing in glory… What does that mean? 

What did Peter see? What is the experience of glory like? 

Is it like the heavens opening? Is it like when we are taken back by a sunny 

morning after weeks of rain and feel optimistic and are moved to saying, “what a 

glorious day?” Is it like the feeling of accomplishment after we fought hard for 

something that makes us say “no pain, no glory”? Is it like when you take your first 
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byte of the best stake you’ve ever had in your life that just melts in your mouth for a 

few minutes think “I am in glory”? What kind of glory is Luke talking about here? 

Let’s first get situated. We are in chapter nine of Luke, which is primarily a 

chapter of Jesus teaching and instructing the 12 disciples about his impending 

death. By this point, he has been baptized and began his ministry around Galilee by 

choosing the 12, proclaimed the arrival of the Kingdom, healing the sick, exorcising 

daemons and teaching about the need to love one another. Everyone was asking: 

who is this guy? And there was no shortage of guesses. The disciples themselves 

were not sure so Jesus sits them down and outright asks: alright… you know what 

people are saying about me, but what about you, who do you say that I am?  

After being stunt, probably looking at each other in awkward silence Peter 

seems to come to the rescue: “you are the Messiah of God.” Did he really know 

that? Was he convinced of it? Or, was that who he hoped Jesus was because of 

what that would have meant for him? Because if Jesus was the Messiah of God, 

then God’s glory would be with him just as it was promised to Abraham – and what 

was God’s glory like as promised? Prosperity, land and possessions, meaning: the 

good life! If Jesus was the messiah, and that meant living in glory, then yes, you 

want Jesus to be the messiah, you want to be his follower, especially Peter who was 
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quickly becoming his right hand man. And if that was the case, then he and the 

disciples would be willing to do whatever it took to be a part of glory, even, as we 

will see when he is arrested, defend Jesus with a sword – fight evil with eveil. 

It is here where Jesus, rather than talking about the good life, begins to predict 

his impending death, and tells him: if you want to be my follower, you must deny 

yourself, take up your cross daily and follow me. Imagine Peter’s confusion… that 

didn’t sound very glorious. About eight days after that conversation, Jesus takes 

three of them up the mountain to pray, and there reveals what God’s glory is 

like, where it is found, and what it would means for them.  

The key lies in the moment the voice from heaven announces, “this is my 

chosen son, listen to him!” What does that scene remind you of? Hopefully it 

triggers your memory of back to the baptism of Jesus. Luke is making a 

connection between this moment on the mountain, and the baptism of Jesus where 

the same voice was heard. Why?  

Remember that the baptism of Jesus, though art depicts a nice solemn moment 

with the dove resting on Jesus, is actually a frightening scene because it is the 

moment that Jesus was being bathed in the sins of the world. He would try to bring 

the glory of God’s goodness to the world by getting people to reject sin, by seeing 
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each other as brothers and sisters but instead, right away, the world resisted, he was 

meet with Diabolos, the forces of hostility, rejection, and opposition. Here on the 

mountain, as that same chilling voice is heard again, Jesus is having to come to 

terms with the fact that he failed… that the world did not accept God’s goodness, 

and indeed, he would have to suffer greatly, be rejected, and killed. 

Peter finally began to understand what it all meant… and it was not what he 

had hoped, not the glory he envisioned. He wanted for every day to feel like a 

sunny day, to bask in success, to have the good life… Should that not be what the 

glory of God be like? Was that not the promise to Abraham? Descendants as 

numerous as the stars, security and prosperity… Yet, here he finds himself scared as 

a shadow is cast over them. It wasn’t a nice day anymore… how could God’s glory 

possibly be there? 

 Yet, Luke says that within this frightening scene is God’s glory, and that 

voice and that reference to baptism is what reveals it. The Greek word for glory 

which Luke is using is the word doxa.  In Old Testament context, doxa was used to 

describe the splendor of God’s presence. Moses and Elijah, for example, both 

experienced God’s doxa – Moses atop mount Sinai before being given the ten 

commandment, and Elijah atop Mount Horeb. Both experienced the splendor of 
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God’s external presence, doxa. Glory then was something to be found externally, 

which is why prophets had to go search for it, they had go up mountains, where 

God’s presence/glory/doxa was thought to be.   

In New Testament context, doxa has two meanings. St. Paul uses doxa to 

mean “expectation.” In Romans 6:5 he says, “we were indeed buried with him 

through baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised form the dead by the 

glory (doxa\expectation) of the Father, we too might live in newness of life.” For 

St. Paul, one dimension of glory is the expectation of the resurrection, something 

we have but will be fulfilled in the future. 

Luke takes both of these definitions and combines them. Glory is God’s 

presence, but this time instead of it being external, it is quality internal to Jesus. 

This means a person no longer needs to go out to a mountain to look for and 

experience God’s glory, it is found in the person of Jesus, and if we are baptized 

which means the Spirit is in us, then we need look no further then in us. At the same 

time this glory in us gives us the expectation of the resurrection, the eternal 

presence of God. However, by placing glory in the middle of Jesus and the disciples 

coming to terms with the cross they both would have to endure, Luke is saying that 
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the glory of God is already here, and it is manifested when we stop giving in to the 

forces of diabolos in our lives.  

Why is Luke making this point? Recall that he is teaching a community of 

newly baptized Greek-Christians the importance and meaning of their baptism. 

They were promised the glory of God if they became Christians, and many were 

probably baptized because of their expectation of what that glory meant – probably 

like Peter, they expected the good life. Imagine how discouraged they must have 

felt when they realized how their baptism did not really seem to have made their 

lives or world any better. If anything for some it made things worse as they 

experienced more opposition, hatred and rejection. The temptation was walk away, 

retaliate, and look for the type of glory they wanted somewhere else.  

Yet, Luke is reminding them the grace of baptism; 

1. Gives us a new identity and dignity  

2. Makes God’s presence something no longer external but within us, and  

3. Gives us the expectation, the hope of the resurrection 

This is the grace that leads us through temptation, and into the resurrection. 

Through Jerusalem, into the eternal glory of God.  
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It can be tempting to look at our lives, to look at what is happening in the 

church, in the world, and think: if God’s is present is supposed to be in the world… 

this is not what I expected… there seems to be no glory here… nothing has really 

changed, so what’s the use? What difference does being baptized, being part of a 

community, and coming to church make? Why continue to strive trying to be a 

good Christian, trying to imitate St. Paul’s conduct, and doing all the hard things 

that Jesus commanded us to do, when God’s glory seems so hidden? As a Christian 

I expected God’s glory to be more efficient here and now, yet I can hardly keep my 

marriage together, I can hardly deal with temptation, depression is overpowering.  

Have you ever seen God’s glory? What does it look like? Where does one find 

it? The glory of God present in us through our baptism allows us to see the crosses 

of our lives like Jesus – not as failures, but as opportunities to manifest the glory of 

God here and now by not giving in, by living as if the resurrection is already here. 

In that sense, every day, no matter how dark it may seem, is a glorious day.   

   

+ Fr. Carlos 


